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Reserch activity description

The research activity, mainly focused on the study of health concern arthropods mainly mosquitoes
and ticks, is performed within the following topics:

e bionomics of mosquitoes and ticks of medical interest;

molecular analysis of mosquito samples by PCR-RFLP:

rearing mosquito colonies aimed to be artificially infected for arboviruses competence studies;
studies around possible insecticides alternative to synthetic chemical compounds;

study of the possible incoming of alien tick species and related pathogens via migratory birds.

Recent activities

Since 2017 he has been in charge of the operational unit relating to the morphological and molecular
study of tick samples collected as part of the RC2014 project "Risk of introduction and spread of
virus transmitted by vectors in Italy (N. 1ZS AM 03/14 RC) ", Managed by the 1ZS of Abruzzo and
Molise G. Caporale.

From 2010 to 2015 he has been involved in the European Project WP7 "EuroWestNile", contributing
to a series of artificial infection experiments with the WNvirus on populations of Italian Culex pipiens.

Other activities
2003 up to 2008: Consultancy for entomological activity management within the National West Nile
surveillance at Experimental Zooprophylactic Institute of Abruzzo e Molise in Teramo, Italy.
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